
Clear your 
desk!



Contemporary Art

The word ''contemporary'' means ''now'' or ''of the present 
time.'' Contemporary artists are those who are living and 
creating art now.

Like our society, art has become more diverse. 
Contemporary artists create pieces that reflect their own 
opinions, philosophies and styles. They often try to get 
people to think about current events or ideas in new ways.



Balloon Dog by Jeff Koons





Our Project

In groups of 3, you will be using paper-mache to create your own 3D Balloon 
Animal in the style of Jeff Koons. 

As a group, you will:

1. Choose an animal and color for your sculpture
2. Blow it up with a balloon
3. Paper- mache it to create a firm, finished sculpture 

This project will take up the next two days.



What is papier-mâché?

A French phrase that means “chewed paper." A finished papier-mâché project is 
made up of pieces of paper that are often reinforced with cloth or other materials 
and bound together with an adhesive paste. 

Our paper-mache paste is made of flour and water.



Balloon Dog: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tDg9BtM7g4  

Balloon Giraffe: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hbrEJNOSU8  

Balloon Swan: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzuOc3BqqK8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tDg9BtM7g4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hbrEJNOSU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzuOc3BqqK8


Work Time

1. Divide into groups of 3 - decide on an animal and color

2. Have one group member come up and write your group 
members’ names, your chosen animal, and color of your 
animal on the Group Sign-Up Sheet

3. I will then give each group a balloon to blow up your 
animal, and construction or tissue paper to start cutting 
out strips



Clean Up

1. Put extra paper strips in a plastic bag and write your name 
on it

2. Turn in balloon animals to me (or keep in the classroom?)
3. Make sure your group is signed up on the Sign Up Sheet
4. Return to your seats



What did you find challenging?

How did you collaborate to create a balloon animal?

How do you feel about turning balloon animals into art?



Paper mache demo

Cover your desk with newspaper

Each group should have one bowl of paste



Paper-mache demo

*Keep the paper mache paste off the desks and floor! Newspaper is there for a reason!*

1. Cut the construction paper into long strips about 1 inch thick.

2. “Dip and Scissor” technique- Dip strips of paper into the paper mache. With your 
index and middle finger, SCISSOR THE GOOP OVER THE BOWL. The paper strip 
should look translucent.

3. Add the strips of paper to the balloon. Smooth it out using your fingers. Be sure to get 
as many of the creases and bumps out as you can! You are aiming to get a very 
smooth surface.

4. Cover balloon animal with 3 coats of paper.



Work Time

Each group member will have a job:

1. One group member cuts strips
2. One group member glues
3. One group member helps keep the mess minimal 



Clean-Up

1. Make sure your groups’ names, animal, and color is on the 
Group Sign-Up Sheet.

2. Throw away your bowl and newspaper.

3. Keep your sculpture on the paper plate to dry, bring it to the 
drying table.

4. Wash your hands.

5. Clorox wipe your desks.


