
 

Problem-Based Lesson Plan ARTE 301 

 
 

Title of Lesson: Introduction to Big Idea 
Teacher: Natalie Novak 
School: Prairieview-Ogden South 

Grade Level[s]: 5th Grade 
Date to be Taught: Lesson 1 

 
Big Idea that drives Lesson/Unit: 
20th Century Art History - Due to new ways of seeing, changing ideas, and technological advancements, 
the 20th century is when art, and our definition of art, changed the most. Some of the major movements 
that defined and shaped art in the 20th century still influence the art being produced today. We will take a 
look at some of the biggest 20th century artistic movements and complete an artwork done in the style of 
one for each project. We will move from Fauvism (1900s), to Surrealism (1930s), to Pop Art (1960s), to 
Contemporary Art (the art of today). 
 
Key concepts about Big Idea: 

● Throughout time, artists continue to break “tradition” in what art is considered to be. 
● 20th century artists began discovering other ways of representing reality. 
● People create works of art that reflect their interests, experiences, emotions, ideas and/or culture. 

 
Fine Arts Goals Met by the Objectives: 

● VA:Cr2.1.5 a. Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making techniques and approaches 
through practice. 

● VA:Re8.1.5 a. Interpret art through describing and analyzing feelings, subject matter, formal 
characteristics, artmaking approaches, and contextual information. 

● VA:Cr2.3.5 a. Identify, describe, and visually document places or objects of personal 
significance. 

● VA:Cr2.2.5 a. Demonstrate quality craftsmanship through care for and use of materials, tools, and 
equipment. 
 

3-4 Essential Questions: 
● How have 20th century artists “broke tradition”? 
● How do 20th century artists represent reality in other ways? 
● How are artists influenced by their interests, experiences, emotions, ideas and cultures?  
● How do you relate to art of the past? 

 
Vocabulary Acquisition (from wikipedia.org): 

● 20th century: The period between January 1, 1901 and December 31, 2000. It has been theorized 
that the 20th Century saw more technological and scientific progress than all the other centuries 
combined since the dawn of civilization. 

● Art history: The study of development and stylistic changes of art over the course of time.. 
● Art movement: A specific style of art that was used by a group of artists for a period of time. 

Movements often involved multiple studies such as art, philosophy, music, and literature. 
● Patron: A person paying for a work of art or supporting art with money. 
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● Realism art: Realism artists tried to depict the real world exactly as it appears. They painted 

everyday subjects and people. They didn't try to interpret the setting or add emotional meaning to 
the scenes. 

● Abstract art: Art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of the real world, but 
instead uses simplified forms, shapes, colours, and gestural marks to achieve its effect. 

● Commission: In art, a commission is the act of requesting the creation of a piece, often on behalf 
of another. Artwork may be commissioned by private individuals, by the government, or 
businesses. 

 
Key Artistic Concepts: 

● Art History 
● Abstract vs. Realism 
● Drawing 
● Writing 
● Coloring 
● Design 

 
Artmaking Materials Needed:  

● Computer for presentation 
● Projector 
● Art History Petal Templates (one for each student) 
● Scissors 
● Pencils 
● Colored Pencils 
● Crayons 
● Markers  

 
Contemporary/Historical/Multicultural exemplars: 

●  Timeline of Artistic Movements (pointing out cubism, fauvism, surrealism, pop art, 
contemporary art). https://www.theartstory.org/section_movements_timeline.htm  

o  

● Portrait of Olga in the Armchair by Pablo Picasso, 1917 

 
● Portrait of Dora Maar by Pablo Picasso, 1937 
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Procedures: 

● DISCUSSION: (15 minutes) 
o About Me (3 minutes) 

▪ Hi, I’m Miss Natalie. I will be your art teacher for the next 6 sessions we have 
together. I am currently a student at the University of Illinois. I am training to be 
an art teacher and I am so excited to have you guys as my first students. Since I 
was a child, I always had a passion for art, but it wasn’t until my later years in 
high school that I wanted to be a teacher. My art teachers were amazing and it 
made me want to be just like them. To get an idea of who I am as an artist, I will 
show you some of the work I do. My two main mediums are painting and 
drawing.  

▪ Briefly show my work at https://nnovakart.weebly.com/  
o Rules of the Classroom (5 minutes) 

▪ Ask the students what rules they have already established, if they would like to 
keep/change those rules, and if they would like to make new rules. 

▪ Ask students to read the General Rules aloud: 
● 1. Follow directions  
● 2. Be prepared for class 
● 3. Speak appropriately  

o Raise your hand and wait to be called on before you speak. 
o Be respectful of your classmates’ ideas. 

● 4. Keep your hands to yourself 
o Do not touch other student’s artwork unless given permission 

● Clean up will usually be the last five minutes of class. Clean your area 
and clean community areas as well. 

o Introduction to Big Idea (7 minutes) 
▪ All of the stuff we will make in this class is going to be focused around one Big 

Idea. Our Big Idea will continue to serve as an inspiration for our artwork.  
▪ Our Big Idea for these 7 weeks is 20th Century Art History. I chose to focus on 

art from the 20th century because in my opinion, that’s when art, and our 
definition of art, changed the most. Does anyone know what year marks the start 
of the 20th century? 

▪ How was art different before the 20th century? When you think of “classic” art, 
what do you think of? When you think of “modern” art, what do you think of?  

● For artists in the period before the modern era (before about 1800 or so), 
the process of selling art was different than it is now. In the Middle Ages 
and in the Renaissance, works of art were commissioned, that is, they 
were ordered by a patron (the person paying for the work of art), and 
then made to order. The patron choosed what he wanted the painting to 
look like. Much like ordering a pizza! 

● Back then, art was only made for the wealthy. Nobles usually 
commissioned artists to paint them portraits or biblical scenes to show 
off their prestige/ status. These artworks were shown in Salons, which 
only the wealthy had access to.  

● You didn't paint something and then just hope it would sell, the way 
artists often do now.  
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● Artistic Freedom: Artists in the 20th century were making art for the sake 

of making art. People made art for fun! People began “breaking” 
tradition and experimenting with materials in all different ways, which is 
what we are going to do in this class!  

● With the invention of the internet, now everyone now has access to art 
(art is everywhere!) and anyone can be an artist. Think about Instagram- 
sharing photos, filters.  

▪ New Ways of Seeing: How has representing reality in art changed over time? 
There are many artistic movements in the 20th century. In these movements, 
artists were taking creative risks and embracing a different approach to 
representing reality in other, non traditional ways.  

● Compare Portrait of Olga in the Armchair by Pablo Picasso, 1917, to 
Portrait of Dora Maar by Pablo Picasso, 1937. 

● How are these two paintings different? (Realism vs. Abstract)  
● What do you think Picasso changed in his portrait? (sections the face into 

shapes, rearranges features, asymmetrical, uses crazy/nontraditional 
colors). 

● What year do you think these two paintings were made? Why do you say 
that? 

● You don't have to "be able to draw" to be an artist! 
● Project: Getting to Know You- What Represents You? (Self-portrait) 

○ Use the rest of class time to draw a self portrait. Your “self portrait” can be a 
picture of yourself (Cubist or realistic), symbols or signs that represent you, 
yourself as a character, yourself in your favorite outfit, your favorite place, your 
dream house, etc.  

○ Anything that represents you! 
○ Put your name on the back! 

 
● DEMONSTRATIONS: (3 minutes) 

o Ask two students to pass out one piece of paper to each student. 
o Show teacher made exemplar 

▪ I present my own “Self Portrait” I made for students to see  
● Ms. Novak’s Room- I drew a room with all my favorite things. Although 

it’s not literally a picture of myself, it is a self portrait because these are 
things that represent me.  

▪ List the materials I used. 
▪ During work time, use my exemplar as a reference.  

o Show student made exemplars in the powerpoint 
 

● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (~17 minutes) 
o Ask two students to pass out markers, crayons, and colored pencils to each table to share. 
o It is helpful to start by drawing a sketch with pencil. Write your name on the paper right 

away!  
o If you finish early, think about coloring in a background to show an interesting 

composition. 
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o We can display our drawings a bulletin board for other students to get to know their 

classmates. 
● CLEAN UP: (3 minutes) 

o Make sure your name is on your drawing. 
o Put drawings in a pile at the end of your table to be collected. 
o Select a “table manager”, he/she will put all the markers, crayons, and colored pencils 

back into their designated boxes. 
● CLOSURE: (2 minutes)  

o Would anyone like to share their self portrait and explain their artistic choices? 
o Why did you choose to represent yourself the way you did? 
o What do you think about your “self portrait”? 
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