
 

 

Title of Lesson: Exploring Pastels and Proportion: Extreme Close-up Drawing 
Teacher: Ms Novak 
School: Centennial High School 

Grade Level[s]: Art Foundation Block: Drawing and Painting, 9-12th grades 
Date to be Taught: 2/4/2020 - 2/19/2020 

.  
Big Idea: What makes an object interesting? - In this lesson, students will explore pastel techniques and investigate 
the Principles of Scale and Proportion. Specifically, students will learn different ways they can manipulate scale and 
proportion to make an everyday object visually interesting.  
 
Learning Objectives about Big Idea: Students will... 

● Learn about the medium of pastels and explore various oil and chalk pastel techniques through 
sketchbook exercises. 

● Develop the skills necessary to interpret works of art and demonstrate an investigation of scale and 
proportion in visual culture. 

● Investigate the work of various artists who create abstract and representational compositions through the 
manipulation of scale and proportion.  

● Combine the Elements and Principles of Art, and apply pastel techniques to create a pastel drawing of 
an object in such a close-up view that the colors and shapes form an abstract design.  

 
Fine Arts Goals Met by the Objectives: 

● VA:Cr1.1.Ia Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors. 
● VA:Cr3.1.Ia Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, 

reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress. 
● VA:Cn10.1.Ia Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to fully elaborated ideas. 

 
3-4 Essential Questions: 

● What are the basic techniques of oil and chalk pastels?  
● How do artists use scale and proportion to create abstract compositions? How does scale influence the 

viewing experience? 
● What makes an everyday object visually interesting?  

 
Vocabulary Acquisition: Visual examples of words will be displayed on the Smartboard, and shared with them 
on Google Classroom. 

● Pastels: A pastel is an art medium in the form of a stick, consisting of pigment and a binder. Sometimes 
referred to as “dry painting,” pastels are easy to use and are great for bright colors, blending, and 
creating texture (https://en.wikipedia.org/).  

● Proportion: When the principle of proportion is applied to a work of art it is usually in the relationship 
of size. That is, the size of one element as compared to the size of another related element within the 
same composition. The amount of space between two or more elements 
(www.widewalls.ch/scale-in-art/).  

● Scale: Scale refers to the size of an object in relation to another, and is one of the principles of 
organization of structural elements in art and design. 

● Abstraction: The Tate describes it as when an artist has either ‘removed elements from an object to 
create a more simplified form’ or produced something which has no source at all in external reality. 
While an artist may have a real object in mind when painting, that object might be stylized, distorted or 
exaggerated using colors and textures to communicate a feeling, rather than produce a replica. It’s more 
about how the beauty of shapes and colors can override representational accuracy (www.ideelart.com).  

 



 

● Representation: Blanket term for art that represents some aspect of reality, in a more or less 
straightforward way (www.tate.org.uk).  

 
Key Artistic Concepts: 

● Scale/proportion 
● Oil pastels 
● Chalk pastels 
● Pastel techniques: Blending, layering, 

sgraffito, back and forth strokes, heavy 
pressure vs. light pressure 

● Photography 
● Drawing 

 
Contemporary/Historical/Multicultural exemplars: 

● Georgia O’Keeffe 

 
● Odilon Redon 

 
● Teacher example 

 
 
Artmaking Materials Needed: Open studio environment 

● Sketchbooks (students have their own) 
● Chromebooks (students have their own) 
● Pencils and erasers 
● 12x15 inch paper (~24 sheets) 

● Oil pastels 
● Chalk pastels 
● Q-tips 
● Toothpicks 

 



 

 
DAY 1 (2/4/20) 
Procedures: 

● DISCUSSION: (10 minutes) 
○ Presentation on Smartboard; Introduce the medium of Pastels: “Sometimes referred to as dry 

painting, pastels are easy to use and are great for bright colors, blending, and creating texture”. 
- “Has anyone used pastels before? What kind? What did you like or dislike about 

them?” 
- Ask students to define oil pastels, show examples, then watch videos: 

https://vm.tiktok.com/VdYs93/  and  https://vm.tiktok.com/VdroR5/ 
- Ask students to define chalk pastels, show examples, then watch videos: 

https://vm.tiktok.com/VddLgJ/ and https://vm.tiktok.com/Vd1nHL 
● DEMONSTRATION: (10 minutes) 

○ Pass out a handful of oil pastels, qtips, and toothpicks to each table. Students follow along in their 
sketchbooks as techniques are demonstrated:  

- 1. Back and forth strokes… “Move your hand in a continuous back and forth motion, 
without lifting your pastel off of the paper. This is a good way to fill in different areas 
of your drawing with a lot of solid, intense color”.  

- 2. Applying heavy pressure vs. light pressure… “You can use lighter pressure to get a 
softer, more subtle color”. 

- 3. Hatching and cross-hatching 
- 4. Sgraffito (scratching into the pastel)… “Apply thick layers of oil pastel, then use a 

toothpick or other pointed tool to scratch into the layers of oil pastel. You can create a 
variety of patterns”. 

○ Students follow along in their sketchbooks as building color with pastels is demonstrated: 
- 1. Adding black to make color darker, and adding white to make color lighter. 
- 3. Layering… “Layer one color over another to mix new colors”. 
- 4. Blending… “Use your finger or a small piece of fabric/sponge/paper towel to blend 

the colors together”. 
○ Demonstrate how to protect pastel drawings by taping a piece of paper over your drawings to 

prevent smudging. 
● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (20 minutes) 

○ Pass out Formatives handout. Introduce Formative #1: In your sketchbook, create 2 drawings 
using oil and chalk pastels. Experiment with different ways to blend, smudge, layer, scratch, and 
mix colors!  

- Students will fill up 2 pages: One drawing using oil pastels (today) and one drawing 
using chalk pastels (tomorrow). 

- ***Cover your drawings with a piece of paper and tape so it does not smudge! 
- “You can draw a landscape, design, or picture of your choice”. 

○ Walk around, help and guide students when needed. Remind students that all the pastel technique 
presentation is shared with them on Google Classroom; they can access it at any time. 

○ “By the end of class, you should have your first pastel drawing finished. We will work on the 
second drawing tomorrow”.  

○ Time warnings for 10 and 5 minutes. 
● CLEAN UP: (5 minutes) 

○ Return materials to their respective locations. Throw away used qtips and toothpicks. Return to 
seats and wipe down tables. 

● CLOSURE: (5 minutes)  
○ Students cut paper and tape it in their sketchbook to cover their drawings. 

 

 

https://vm.tiktok.com/VdYs93/
https://vm.tiktok.com/VdroR5/
https://vm.tiktok.com/VddLgJ/
https://vm.tiktok.com/Vd1nHL


 

DAY 2 (2/5/20) 
Procedures:  

● DISCUSSION: (5 minutes) 
○ Presentation on Smartboard; Review the agenda for the day. 
○ Finish Formative #1 - two sketchbook drawings - one in oil pastels, one in chalk. “For today’s 

drawing, use your Chromebook to find a picture to use as inspiration”. 
- Students can find a photo or drawing of a sunset, desert, flower, mountains, etc. 
- Remind students to cover their drawings with paper and tape to prevent it from 

smudging. 
○ Introduce Black History Month… “Every week, we will learn about a new African-American 

artist and watch a video about them. This week is Titus Kaphar”. 
● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (35 minutes) 

○ Students find a picture or drawing online to inspire their drawing. After students have finished, 
they can paint flowers and gold leaves for our Black History Month door contest. 

○ Watch Titus Kaphar’s Ted Talk during work time. 
○ Walk around, help and guide students when needed. Encourage students to revisit the Techniques 

Presentation on Google Classroom. 
○ “By the end of class, you should have finished your second drawing. This means you’ve 

completed Formative #1 and are ready to move on to Formative #2 tomorrow”. 
○ Give time warnings for 15, 10, and five minutes left. 

● CLEAN UP: (5 minutes) 
○ Return materials to their respective locations. Throw away used toothpicks and qtips. Return to 

seats and wipe down tables. 
● CLOSURE: (5 minutes)  

○ Show images of Titus Kaphar’s work. Ask students for their responses to the Ted Talk. “Why is 
his work important?” 

DAY 3 (2/6/20) 
Procedures:  

● DISCUSSION: (15 minutes) 
○ Presentation; Introduce Proportion and Scale. Read definition. 

- “Has anyone seen the movie, Honey I Shrunk the Kids? How do they use proportion 
and/or scale?” 

○ Kahoot; Students open their Chromebooks and play Kahoot game. Game consists of extreme 
close-up images of objects and students have to guess what the object is. This helps students 
understand how increasing the scale of an object can make us perceive it differently.  

● DEMONSTRATION: (10 minutes) 
○ Show examples of Georgia O’Keeffe’s artwork… “O’Keefe’s flowers were painted in such a 

close-up view that the colors and shapes form an abstract design”.  
○ Show examples of Odilon Redon’s artwork… “What pastel techniques do you see here?” 
○ Introduce Formative #2: Create a Pinterest board titled “PROPORTION and SCALE”. Save ~20 

images of art with interesting PROPORTION and SCALE. (Look up O’Keefe, Magritte, Redon) 
○ Using the Smartboard, demo how to create a new Pinterest board, how to search for images, and 

how to save a “pin” (image).  
- “Open your Chromebooks and follow along with me. I will do this step by step. Please 

raise your hand if you have questions or if I am going too fast. Are you ready to begin”? 
- “When choosing images, try to select a variety of artworks that use different materials 

(we don’t want to see only paintings or drawings)”.  
- Remind students to send me the link to their Pinterest page on Google Classroom. 

● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (20 minutes) 
○ Students will work on Formative #2.  

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history?language=en#t-20039
https://create.kahoot.it/share/extreme-close-ups/6c2d98ce-8f3c-4265-90d6-e053e2adf53f


 

○ I will walk around offering help/suggestions/support when needed.  
○ “By the end of class, you should have at least 20 pins saved”. 
○ Give time warnings for 10 and 5 minutes left. 

● CLOSURE: (5 minutes)  
○ Find a photo of your role model: “Using your Chromebook, copy and paste the link to your 

Pinterest under the assignment on Google Classroom”. On the Smartboard, demonstrate how to 
copy and paste the link, and how to find the assignment on Google Classroom. 

 
DAY 4 (2/7/20) 
Procedures: 

● DISCUSSION: (10 minutes) 
○ Presentation; Introduce the Inquiry Question: What makes an object interesting to you? 
○ Introduce Summative Project: Create an extreme close-up drawing of an object that’s 

interesting to YOU! 
○ Pass out the handout for the Summative Project and go over Steps 1-4.  

- Step 1: Look at the world around you. Find 3 objects that are interesting to you from the 
classroom bins, shelves, or bring an item into class. 

- Step 2: Use the camera on your chromebook to take a picture “up close” of each object. 
You can crop each picture or resize it to change the proportion or scale. This can even 
make it ABSTRACT!  

- Step 3: Upload your 3 pictures to Google Classroom. 
- Step 4: Choose your favorite picture and create a drawing of it using chalk and/or oil 

pastels. Draw lightly with pencil first! It might be helpful to draw your composition in 
your sketchbook, first.  

● DEMONSTRATION: (10 minutes) 
○ Show teacher example 

 
○ Show example up-close images online such as food, shoes, skin, eyes, pencils, water bottles, 

flowers, etc.  
○ Demonstrate: 

- How to take a picture on your Chromebook 
- How to crop a picture on your Chromebook 
- How to save a picture to your Chromebook 
- How to upload pictures to Google Classroom 

● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (20 minutes) 
○ Students walk around the room, looking through the classroom bins, objects on the shelves, and 

their own objects. They will find 3 objects and take a total of 3 up-close pictures. Students can 
help each other get desired camera angles. 

○ Students crop and edit their pictures and upload them to Google Classroom. 
○ Remind students to look at my presentation on Google Classroom, titled How to Take a Picture 

on Your Chromebook, for a step-by-step tutorial. 
● CLEAN UP: (5 minutes) 

 



 

○ Return materials to their respective locations. Throw away used qtips and toothpicks. Return to 
seats and wipe down tables. 

● CLOSURE: (5 minutes)  
○ Students make sure they finished Formative #1, then turn in their Sketchbooks. 

 
DAY 5-10: Studio Days (2/10 - 2/18/20) 
Procedures:  

● DISCUSSION: (5-10 minutes) 
○ Presentation; Remind students of the directions for the summative project: 

- Find 3 objects that are interesting to you. 
- Take pictures of your objects (on your Chromebook or cell). 
- Crop pictures to make them abstract. 
- Save them and upload them to Google Classroom. 
- Choose your favorite picture to draw using chalk and/or oil pastels! 

○ Show examples of Georgia O’Keeffe’s artwork… “O’Keefe’s flowers were painted in such a 
close-up view that the colors and shapes form an abstract design”.  

○ Ask students to share the pros and cons of working with oil pastels and chalk pastels... “Can you 
combine oil and chalk pastels? What happens when you mix them”? 

● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (30-40 minutes) 
○ Students will work on the Summative Project (an extreme-up close drawing of an object that’s 

interesting to them) 
○ Meet with students who have not uploaded their Pinterest link, 3 pictures, and/or haven’t turned in 

their sketchbook. 
○ Walk around offering help/suggestions/support when needed.  
○ Students who finish early can…  

- Fill out the rubric…  “Look at the “exceeds” column. Is your artwork exceeding? If not, 
keep working”. 

- Hang their work on the wall. 
- Experiment with watercolors for next project. Find an image online to reproduce. 

○ Give time warnings for 10 and 5 minutes left. 
● CLEAN UP: (5 minutes) 

○ Return materials to their respective locations. Throw away used q-tips and toothpicks. Return to 
seats and wipe down tables. 

● CLOSURE: (5 minutes)  
○ Remind students to send me the link to their Pinterest page and upload their 3 pictures to 

Google Classroom. 
○ On 2/18: “You should have your drawing finished by the end of class! I will be here after school 

and before school tomorrow if you need to keep working. We will critique tomorrow”!  
 
DAY 11: Critique (2/19- 2/20/20) 
 
Learning Objectives about Big Idea: Students will… 

● Reflect on their artistic process, self-evaluate their artwork, and defend their artistic decisions. 
● Describe the object they choose and how they used scale and proportion to make their composition 

visually compelling. 
● Understand the importance of art critiques and engage in a verbal constructive critique. 
● Evaluate and interpret both the formal elements and content of their classmates’ artwork- as well as their 

own- using artistic vocabulary. 
● Offer, receive, and implement classmates’ suggestions. 

 

 



 

Fine Arts Goals Met by the Objectives: 
● VA:Pr5.1.Ia Analyze and evaluate the reasons and ways an exhibition is presented. 
● VA:Re9.1.Ia Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or collection of works. 
● VA:Re.7.1.Ia Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of human 

experiences. 
● VA:Re8.1.Ia Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient evidence 

found in the work and its various contexts. 
 
3-4 Essential Questions: 

● What object did I depict in my drawing? Why is this object interesting to me? How did I manipulate 
scale and proportion to change the viewer’s perception of this object?  

● What is an art critique?  
● Why are critiques essential to the artistic process? 
● How can my word choices help me give a constructive critique? 

 
Vocabulary Acquisition: Written definitions as well as visual examples of words will be displayed on the 
Smartboard, and shared on Google Classroom. 

● Self reflection: Students analyze their artistic choices, techniques, and ideas to better understand their 
creative process. 

● Critique: An evaluation of an artwork. Students examine the artists’ formal qualities (visual), content, 
and context. Students look for areas where the artist was successful and suggests areas where the artist 
can improve or expand on the artwork. 

● Constructive criticism: The process of offering valid and well-reasoned opinions about the work of 
others, usually involving both positive and negative comments, in a friendly manner rather than an 
oppositional one (https://digital-photography-school.com/, www.definitions.net).  
 

Key Artistic Concepts: 
● Proportion/scale 
● Self reflection 
● Self evaluation 
● Drawing 

● Abstract 
● Representational 
● Oil and chalk pastel techniques 

 
Procedures: 

● DISCUSSION: (10 minutes) 
○ Instruct students to hang their artwork on the wall as they come into class. Remind students to 

make sure their name is on the back. 
○ Pass out the rubric for students to answer the reflection questions and then grade themselves. 

Explain standards-based grading if necessary. 
● DEMONSTRATION: (5 minutes) 

○ Explain to students that it’s okay if they aren’t done with their project, they can still participate in 
the critique. Ask students, “Why are in-progress critiques helpful? 

○ Ask students, “Can anyone recall what an art critique is? Can anyone describe their experience in 
the last critique?” 

○ Explain what constructive criticism is.  
- “Is saying, ‘I don’t like this’ a helpful critique? Why or why not? What could I say 

instead to be more specific?”... Encourage students to think about why they like 
something or why they don’t, and to offer suggestions. 

○ Ask students, “What words can you use to describe an artwork?” List the words on the 
Smartboard as students share out.  

● DESIGN/WORK SESSION: (30 minutes on 2/19, 45 mins on 2/20). 

 

https://digital-photography-school.com/


 

○ Students bring their chairs and sit in front of the wall of artwork. Teacher sits behind the students.  
○ Pass out Critique Sentence Starter handout and list the guiding questions on the Smartboard. 
○ Explain directions for the Critique: 

- We will take volunteers to go first, second, third, etc. 
1. I will point out which artwork is the artist’s. We will take a minute to look 

closely at the work, then I will ask several of the guiding questions: 
a. What stands out to you? 
b. What pastel techniques do you see? 
c. What areas are successful? 
d. What mood is being conveyed? 
e. What areas can the artist improve on? 
f. What object do you think is being depicted? Why? 

2. Students can share out as they please. Remember to be constructive and 
specific. You can use any of the words on your rubric and/or what we listed on 
the Smartboard and/or the Critique Sentence Starter handout to help you answer 
the guiding questions.  

3. At the end, the artist can explain their artwork, the object they drew, what pastel 
techniques they used, what challenges they faced during the project, what 
aspects they are proud of, or what they would do differently next time. 

a. OR, the student can choose a reflection question from their rubric and 
read their response aloud. 

- We will move on to the second student. We will do this for everyone. 
- Each critique will last about 5 minutes. This should take up 2-3 days. 
- Teacher writes down what comments were said about each artwork, and students can 

ask for a copy of their comments. 
● CLEAN UP and CLOSURE: (5 minutes) 

○ Students who were critiqued can take down their artwork and turn it in with their completed rubric 
in the turn in bin. 

○ Students can ask for a copy of their comments. 
○ Explain to students who are not finished that they can come in before/after school to finish their 

project. Or, they can bring it home.  
○ Introduce the next project: Watercolor and ink landscapes. 

 


