
Day 1: Tuesday



October Still Life





What is a “still life”?



Composition and Scale
● Focal point

● Rule of thirds

● How to use a viewfinder





Toning (Depth and dimension)



Materials: 
Vine charcoal, compressed charcoal, white paper, kneaded eraser, paper towel

1. Tone paper by covering it with vine charcoal, then smearing with a paper towel.

2. Begin drawing an outline of still life using vine charcoal.

3. Create highlights using a kneaded eraser.

4. Add in darks and shadows using compressed charcoal.

5. Blend charcoal using paper towel.

6. Incorporate hatching and/or cross-hatching (Optional).

Demo: Starting a Charcoal Drawing



Assemble your still life
Each table has a box of objects. As a group, assemble a still life in the middle of 
your table. 

You will draw the still life from your seat. Each person has a different angle on 
the still life, therefore each drawing will be different.

Rearrange if necessary and discuss with the group.



Start your drawing
Tone your paper

Sketch in composition with vine charcoal

Erase for highlights

Add in darks with compressed charcoal



Clean up & Closure
Take picture of the still life from your seat so you know how to set it up when we 
come back on Thursday!



Day 2: Thursday



Drawing from life
Your drawing is an artistic interpretation of what you see!

It is important to experience space and form in person in order to get the illusion of 
depth and dimension in your drawing.



Think about...
● Lighting: did it change or is it the same?

● Background: what will your background be?

● Visual measuring: use a pencil to measure angles

*Remember to look more times than you draw.

*Charcoal is easy to erase, and easy to build.

*Work slowly and take your time!



Think about… Composition



Think about… Mark-making and texture



Set up your still life and continue working



Closure

Which parts of the still life do you find the most challenging to 
draw? 

Have you been avoiding drawing these areas? 

Try to tackle these areas in our next period together.



Quick Write - Answer the following on a slip of paper

#1: What emotion(s) does your drawing convey? In other words, how does your 
drawing make you feel? Did you intend to convey these feelings?

#2: Set one goal for yourself for our next class period together. What do you want 
to accomplish in your drawing for next period? 

Examples:

“My goal is to add more texture to the pumpkin and gourd”.

“My goal is to increase the contrast between the lights and darks”. 



Day 3: Tuesday



Paul Cezanne, 
Jug, Curtain and 
Fruit Bowl, 1894.

Perspective
Scale



How are your drawings going? 

Any  challenges? How are you facing them?

Today is our last day working on the still-lifes...

Look at you drawing as a whole, take a step back and see what areas 
need the most attention.

Try to get as much information on the paper as possible, but do not feel 
that you need to rush or be 100% done.



Critique
Examines an artworks formal qualities (visual), content, and context. Looks for 
areas where the artist was successful and suggests areas where the artist can 
improve or expand on the artwork.



Paul Cadden, New York Sketch

Title? Artist? From?

How was the artwork 
made?

What do you see in the 
artwork?

What type of feeling 
does the artwork give 
you?

What are its strengths? 

What might you do 
differently?



Set up your still life and continue working



TAG Critique

Tell the artist about something specific you like and why

Ask the artist a question about the work

Give the artist a suggestion 

Give out at least 3 sticky notes.

Be mindful so that everyone gets one!


