
Clear your desk!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YE_Zas-A5A

Have you seen any of the artworks 
mentioned in this video? 

Have any of you heard of Salvador Dali?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YE_Zas-A5A




The Persistence of Memory, Salvador Dali, 1931

What do you see in this artwork? 

How do you think the artist came up with this idea? 

Have any of you had a dream that doesn’t make sense?



SURREALISM (1930s)

In Fauvism, we saw how artists were interested in the use of 
color and how it made us feel. The surrealists were not 
interested in representing the world around us, instead, 
surrealists were very interested in our imagination, our 
dreams, and how we think.





It means ‘beautiful dead body’, but in artistic terms, 
it's a popular game invented by the Surrealists in 
1925. Surrealists often played games to trigger their 
imagination, and used collaboration to create 
surprising and unusual pictures that didn’t make 
sense. It’s still a popular game today and is what 
we’re going to do for our lesson.



Participants take turns drawing sections of a body on a sheet 
of paper, folded to hide each individual contribution. 

One students adds a head in the top section—then, without 
knowing what that head looks like, the next artist adds a torso 
in the middle section, and the next artist draws the legs on 
the bottom section. 

Once time is up, we can reveal our drawings as one complete 
image. A strange, comical, often crazy creature is born.

INSTRUCTIONS



Pass out one piece of paper to each student.

With a pencil, write your name on the bottom corner of your paper. 

Fold it into three sections.  

5 mins: Draw the head.

Time is up! Fold the top of the paper down to conceal your drawing, letting only 
the bottom of the neck show. Hand the drawing to the person to your right.

5 mins: Draw the torso.

Time is up! Fold the paper down to conceal your drawing, letting just the 
bottom of the waist line show. Pass it to your right.

5 mins: Draw the legs



CLEAN UP
1. Make sure your name is on your paper.

2. Put your colored pencils, markers, crayons 
back in your art box. Put your art box away.

3. Sit down with your Exquisite Corpse in the 
center of your desk.


