
PRINTMAKING TECHNIQUES  
(tape into your sketchbook) 

 
MONOTYPE - A unique image printed from a non-absorbent plate, such as glass or 
metal, which has been painted with a design in ink. The image is transferred from the 
plate onto a sheet of paper by pressing the two together, usually using a 
printing-press. A monotype is not repeatable as it allows only one good impression 
from each prepared plate, perhaps followed by a ghost print.  
 
ADDITIVE PRINT/ COLLAGRAPH - A print made from a variety of textures and 
shapes glued onto a printing plate, like a “collage”.  A very creative and experimental 
form of printmaking, collagraph prints can be made with many different materials, 
including cardboard, yarn, fabric, leaves, masking tape and more. 
 
RELIEF PRINT - In this process, the artist sketches a design on a piece of wood 
(called a woodcut) or linoleum block (called a linocut) and then cuts away pieces from 
the surface. This leaves a raised design that is printed. The artist applies ink or paint to 
the surface and transfers the image to paper. The resulting print is a mirror image of 
the original plate (like a stamp). Relief prints typically are bold, with strong color 
contrast.  
 
Check out other printmaking techniques - screen-printing, lithography, intaglio, etching, engraving, drypoint, 
mezzotint, linocut, aquatint and batiking. 
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