
Stratton Elementary: Week 6 Lesson Plan  

Tuesday & Thursday 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Identity, Community, Collaboration, Multimedia Art, Recycled Art, Installation 

 

Lesson Duration 

Students will work complete one project over the course of two days (1 week). 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary Subject Area and Grade Level 

Art Survey grades 1, 2, and 3 

 

WEEK 6, DAY 1 / 2:00- 4:15pm 

 

1:50- 2:10 pm: Rhavin and Becca will set up the classroom 

● Puzzle from week 3 mounted on the board (for Icebreaker) 

● Photoshoot corner 

○ Tape on floor to mark where the student will stand to get their photo taken 

● Table with fabric, tissue paper, construction paper, glitter, any other decorations (for 

toilet paper tubes) 

○ Students will come up to the table and grab materials and go back to their seats 

○ If using glitter, they must have a teacher helping them 



○ Glue and scissors will be passed out to the tables 

● Bin to collect finished tubes 

● Postcards and materials for postcards will be passed out to students halfway through class 

● Bin to collect postcards 

 

2:20- 2:30 pm: Game for recess 

● One student with exceptional behavior may choose a silent game for the class to play: 

Simon says, four corners, heads up 7 up, frogger, tic tac toe, etc. 

 

2:30 pm: Line up and head into library 

● One teacher calls girls to get their backpacks and line up in front of them. 

● One teacher calls boys to get their backpacks and line up in front of them. 

● Whichever line is quiet and in order first will follow teacher into library. 

● Upon entering library, students will drop their backpacks and coats off in our Backpack 

Parking Lot (back left corner of library) and take their seats for snack. 

 

2:30- 2:45 pm: Snack and Ice Breaker Activity led by Rhavin 

● Show finished puzzle from Week 3 - mounted on board 

○ Show & Tell: Choose three volunteers to come up and point out their single 

puzzle piece to the class. If they can explain what is is, they will receive a sticker. 

■ Which puzzle piece is yours? 

■ Describe your puzzle piece to the class. 



○ As a class: do you like how the finished puzzle looks? Would you like to 

rearrange it before the show or leave it as is? 

● Talk about the Showcase. When is it? Where? What’s the theme? 

○ Send home invitations at the end of the day? 

 

2:45- 2:50 pm: Bathroom Break  

 

2:50- 2:55 pm: Classroom Expectations 

● Presentation that goes over: 

○ Plan for the day 

○ Introduce project 

■ This week we will work on a large, collaborative, multimedia installation. 

The mural will incorporate photos of the students, their hand prints, 

signatures, decorated toilet paper tubes, and handmade postcards to be 

placed inside the tubes.  

○ Bathroom policy 

■ Two assigned bathroom breaks: After snack (2:45- 2:50), and after clean 

up (3:55- 4:00) 

■ Need to ask the teacher before you go. 

○ After snack- throw away trash, clear your desk 

 

2:55- 3:05 pm: VTS Activity led by Becca 



● Lights off, students will come sit on the carpet. 

● There will be two VTS images today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● What do you see here? 

● Where might this be located? 

● Why was it painted where it was? 

● Have you seen large murals like this before? Where?  

● What does this image remind you of?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Brandan Odums is a New Orleans native. He creates large scale murals that 

celebrate Black history and culture, and the residents of New Orleans. His work 



has also reflected his frustration with the mistreatment of New Orleans residents, 

specifically in low income, predominantly Black areas, after hurricane Katrina. 

He uses the images of popular civil rights activists like Martin Luther King Jr, 

Malcolm X, and members of the Black Panther party in his large murals.  

 

● What do you see?  

● What do you think this piece is made out of? 

● Who might these people be? 

● Are they a community? 

● Would you consider this a portrait? Why? Why not? 

 



● Romare Beardon was an African American multimedia artist who serve in World 

War II. He was inspired by the scenes that he saw in the American South and he 

felt that he should showcase humanity that people needed to see after the war. His 

early work focused on unity and cooperation within the African-American 

community. This piece is made of ink, paper, wood, glass, mat board, and cloth 

and is in the Smithsonian’s collection.  

 

3:05- 3:10 pm: Explanation of Project / What we’re making today 

● Work time consists of three parts - Today students will 1) get their photo taken, 2) 

decorate a toilet paper tube, and 3) make postcards. 

● Students will create an interactive, multimedia installation showcasing themselves. 

● Design of the mural: The mural will be on white banner paper. Photos of the students 

(fat heads) will border the edges of the mural. Next to each photo will be the students’ 

handprints and signatures. In the center of the mural will be ~25 decorated toilet paper 

tubes (one for each student). The end of the toilet paper roll (the open circle end) will be 

glued onto the mural, leaving the other end open. There will be handmade postcards 

inside the tubes for viewers to reach in and take, and bring home with them. The name of 

the mural will go across the top of the banner.  

● Show them a sketch of the mural design? 

● Pt. 1: Getting your photo taken 

○ The students will have their individual picture taken that will be printed and 

pasted onto the mural for Thursday. 



○ There will be a designated area in the library for them to get their picture taken 

(like a “photo shoot” corner). We will call students up from their desk to go take 

their photo.  

○ Every student in Tues/Thursday After Care will be shown on the large mural. 

If students are not present on Tuesday, we can take their photo Thursday, or on 

Tuesday the following week. 

● Pt. 2: Decorating a toilet paper tube 

○ When students are not taking their photo, they will sit at their desks and decorate 

a toilet paper tube to be used in the mural. Materials include fabric, construction 

paper, tissue paper, and any other decorations that can be glued on.  

 

 

 

 

 

○ The students will complete their tube today and then on Thursday, they will glue 

them onto the mural so that it looks like this - 

 

 

 

 



● Each student decorates one toilet paper tube. After they have finished, the 

teachers will collect the tubes from them (they will glue them onto the mural on 

Thursday). 

● Pt. 3: Postcards (If time permits) 

○ After the students finish decorating toilet paper tube, they will each design 

Stratton postcards that will be rolled up and placed inside the toilet paper tubes on 

the mural. This is the interactive aspect of the mural- viewers can walk up and 

take a postcard out of one of the tubes to take home with them. 

○ Students will be instructed to make a drawing on one side of the postcard. They 

have much freedom here as to what they can draw, but our guiding question will 

be, what is a drawing you want to give to some else? The teachers will explain to 

them they are making a drawing for someone else. While they are free to make 

personalized drawings, there are still limitations on what they can and can’t draw. 

Nothing inappropriate, no violent scenes, nothing with religion? 

○ On the other side of the postcard, students will write a quick letter saying either 

A) one thing they learned in Everyday Arts Lab, B) Their favorite part of 

Everyday Arts Lab, such as a favorite project or activity, or B) a 

positive/encourage message. What is something positive you would like to say to 

someone else?  

 

 



○ If they want, students can sign the letter with their name or they can remain 

anonymous. 

○ Students are instructed to make at least 5 postcards each, so that there will be 

plenty for people to take at the Showcase.  

● Guiding Questions for today:  

○ What is a portrait? 

○ How would you like to be portrayed in the mural? 

○ How can we show our class’ personality in the mural?  

○ What is a drawing you want to give to some else? 

○ What is something you learned in Everyday Arts Lab? 

○ What was your favorite part of Everyday Arts Lab? 

○ What is an encouraging message? What is something positive you would like to 

say to someone else? 

 

3:10- 3:15 pm: Material Demonstration and Teacher Exemplar 

○ Decorated toilet paper tube exemplar 

■ Teacher will explain the purpose of the toilet paper tube. How will it look 

in the mural?  

■ Show their finished tube. What materials did you use? How did you glue 

the materials on the tube? How to apply glue- “dot dot dot, not a lot”. Did 

you cover the whole tube or did you leave some areas bare? 

● The teacher will then demonstrate glueing fabric onto the tube. 



○ Taking the photo exemplar 

■ Another teacher will play the student in this demo. Explain the purpose of 

the photo, that it will be printed out and glued onto the mural.  

■ They will get up from their desk and walk over to the photoshoot corner to 

get their picture taken by another teacher. Explain that they might have to 

wait in line, where does the line start? When it is their turn, they will stand 

on the taped line and the teacher will take their photo. Did you pose?  

■ Walk back to their desk to begin making postcards. 

○ Postcard exemplar 

■ Another teacher will show a finished postcard with a drawing on one side 

and a letter on the other. Explain the template of the postcard… “open side 

is for the drawing, lined side is for the letter”.  

■ What materials did you use for the drawing- markers, colored pencils, 

crayons? What is the material of the postcard- is it paper, does it have a 

shiny surface? What materials work best on the surface on the postcard? 

Did the markers smear?  

■ What is your drawing of? Why did you chose to make that drawing? 

Explain you made a drawing to give to someone else. What is the purpose 

of the drawing? Explain that the person can put the postcard on their 

fridge or hang it up in their room.  

■ One the other side, the teacher will read their letter. Did you choose to do 

option A, B, or C? Did you sign it? What did you sign it as? 



 

3:15- 3:50 pm: Work Time 

● Students will get up from the carpet and go back to their tables to work on decorating 

their tube.  

● Students will be called by table to line up to get their photo taken. 

● They will go back to their desk and continue working on their tube. 

● When they are finished with their tube, they should let a teacher know and we can start 

giving them postcard templates. Students should make at least 5. 

● Teachers should begin cleaning up the materials for the tube and handing out materials 

for the postcards. 

● The students will put their finished postcards in a designated bin (Teacher will roll them 

up and put them inside the tubes when we install the mural at the exhibition the following 

Thursday). 

 

Origami with Evaline? If time permits.. 

● Evaline will sit at a table (or on the carpet?) and lead an origami lesson.  

● Materials: Construction paper and scissors 

● Students will take home their origami. 

 

3:50- 3:55 pm: Clean Up  

● Make sure everyone has gotten their photo taken. 

● Assign a student to go around and collect all the decorated tubes in one bin.  



○ If the glue is still wet, they should put it on a drying table? 

● Assign a student to go around and collect all the postcards in another bin. 

● Assign students at each table to collect markers, colored pencils, etc. and return them to 

their appropriate locations. 

 

3:55- 4:00 pm: Bathroom Break 

● Students will be asked to line up based on their table sitting quietly with their bottoms in 

their seat. 

 

4:00 pm: Ending Discussion and Dismissal 

● Students will move to carpet and engage in a discussion with one teacher while the other 

teachers get ready for dismissal. 

○ Teacher will ask students to come up with a name for the mural. The teacher will 

list the students’ suggestions on the whiteboard or a big piece of paper.  

○ “What do you want the title to be?” 

● Becca and Natalie hold the “car” sign for car riders by the door in the library. Ashley 

dismisses car riders to line up in front of them. Teachers use the bus list to check that 

they are in the right line and then take the car riders into the gym. Parents pick up kids 

from the side door. When the kids are picked up, their parent or guardian must sign next 

to their name on the attendance sheet. 

● Rhavin holds the “bus” sign for bus riders by the door in the library. Ashley dismisses 

kids to line up in front of them. Lead them out the front of the school once the buses 



arrive. Rhavin and Ashley use the bus list to check that they are in the right line and then 

take them to wait for the buses. Teachers must check with the bus drivers to make sure 

they are getting on the right bus. 

● Abby / Catalina can take the remaining walkers. 

 

Total Time: Around 2 hours 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 6, DAY 2 / 2:00- 4:15pm 

 

1:50- 2:10 pm: Rhavin and ? will set up the classroom 

 

2:00- 2:20 pm: Game for recess 

● Have a student lead a game of their choice based on quiet student or a vote from a 

selection of activities 

 

2:20pm: Line up and head into library 

● One teacher calls girls to get their backpacks and line up in front of them. 

● One teacher calls boys to get their backpacks and line up in front of them. 

● Whichever line is quiet and in order first will follow teacher into library. 

● Upon entering library, students will drop their backpacks and coats off in our Backpack 

Parking Lot (back left corner of library) and will take their seats for snack. 

 



2:30- 2:45 pm: Snack and Ice Breaker Activity led by ? 

● Talk about Showcase. Make a checklist of things we’re having in the show. Each project 

we’ve done, each artist? Share some photos of our documentation of them? Share some 

quotes we gathered? 

○ Teachers agree we want to exhibit the identity flags from week 2, the puzzle from 

week 3, the performance art from week 5, and the mural project from week 6 

● Pictionary 

 

2:45- 2:50 pm: Bathroom Break  

 

2:50- 2:55 pm: Classroom Expectations 

● Go over plan for the day 

○ Reintroduce concept of project- What is a mural? Can someone explain what our 

mural is about? What’s going to be on our mural? 

● Review Previous classroom expectations 

○ What are the rules for snack? 

■ Eat over desk 

■ No crumbs on the floor 

■ Do not walk around with snack 

■ No snacks on the carpet 

○ Can anyone tell me when our bathroom breaks are? 

● Attention Grabbers 



○ What are the Attention Grabbers? 

 

2:55- 3:05 pm: VTS Activity led by Ashley and Rhavin 

● Lights off, students will come sit on the carpet. 

● Today we will do two VTS images. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Matika Wilbur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

○ Portrait photographer focusing on Native American identity. 

○ Member of the Swinomish and Tulalip Tribe of the state of Washington 



○ Photographs Indian Country in pursuit of one goal: To Change the Way We See 

Native America. Has taken photographs of native people in more than 400 tribal 

communities in the U.S. and has displayed them in shows across Washington. 

○ She is especially drawn to remarkable personalities from the nation’s indigenous 

communities, who typically in massive media and the popular consciousness have 

been grossly neglected or stereotyped. 

○ Certified k-12 teacher. 

○ Immersed herself in the lives and traditions of Native Americans, with the aim of 

portraying them the way that they would portray themselves. She spends hours, 

and sometimes days, with the people she photographs, allowing them to choose 

where they’re photographed and how. 

■ How do you want others to see you? 

 

○ What do you see? 

○ Who do you think they are? Are they friends? 

○ Why would someone to include faces in their work? 



○ Can this work be used to celebrate people? Or represent them in a way? 

○ What materials do you think are being used? 

● Jean-Michel Basquiat 

 

○ Basquiat was an artist who gained fame from his part in a graffiti group in NYC. 

This piece, Dos Cabezas,  is one of his many “Heads” piece that he created during 

his lifetime. He used various mediums to create his imagery while think of history 

and how things relate to one another. 

○ The two figures in this image resemble himself and his close friend, Andy 

Warhol, who was also a famous artist. 

 

3:05- 3:10 pm: Continued Explanation of Project 

● Today’s work time consists of glueing our tubes from Tuesday onto the mural, adding 

our handprints, signing our names, making more postcards, and deciding on a title for the 

mural. 

● Students will be called up in groups two seperate times, first to add their handprints and 

signatures, and then again to glue on their tubes.  



○ When they are not adding to the mural, they are working on postcards at their 

desks. 

● Show the class the piece of banner paper that will be the mural’s background. 

○ The banner paper will lay flat across the long table in the back of the library. 

○ Teachers will have the mural prepared- they will have printed fathead sized 

photos of the students already glued onto the banner paper. 

 

3:10- 3:15 pm: Material Demonstration 

● Teachers will teach students how to add to the mural in 4 parts.  

● Pt. 1: Handprints 

○ One teacher will demonstrate how to add their handprint to the mural. They will 

cover their hands entirely with paint over the paint tray, paste both hands flat onto 

the mural, apply pressure for 10 seconds, then release their hands and 

immediately take a paper towel. The will then go to the bathroom to wash their 

hands. Explain that they must wash their hands immediately after. 

 

● Pt. 2: Signing the mural  

○ When the teacher is back from the bathroom, she will use a marker and 

demonstrate how to add a signature next to her handprint.  

○ Have students practice their “signature”? 



○ What else can we write on the mural? Encouraging words?  

 

 

 

 

 

● Pt. 3: Glueing on the tube  

○ The teacher who made the tube exemplar for Tuesday will now demonstrate how 

to add glue onto the circular end of their tube and paste it onto the mural. Her tube 

will be the first tube pasted on the mural. The students will only glue their tube 

onto the mural. They will not glue on their friends’ tubes. 

● Pt. 4: Making more postcards 

○ Teacher who made the postcard exemplar for Tuesday will quickly reiterate how 

to make a postcard.  

○ Explain the template of the postcard… “open side is for the drawing, lined side is 

for the letter”. What materials did you use for the drawing- markers, colored 

pencils, crayons? What is the material of the postcard- is it paper, does it have a 

shiny surface? What materials work best on the surface on the postcard? Did the 

markers smear?  

○ What is your drawing of? Why did you make that drawing? Explain you made a 

drawing to give to someone else. What is the purpose of the drawing? Explain 

that the person can put the postcard on their fridge or hang it up in their room.  



○ One the other side, the teacher will read their letter. Did you choose to write on 

option A, B, or C? Did you sign it? What did you sign it as? 

○ Like Tuesday, students will put their finished postcards in a designated bin 

(Teachers will roll them up and put them inside the tubes when we install the 

mural at the exhibition the following Thursday). 

 

3:15- 3:50 pm: Work Time 

● Students will be working on postcards at their desks and will come up to add to the mural 

ONLY when they are called on by a teacher. 

● In 2 separate rounds, teachers will call on tables of students to come to the back table and 

make contributions to the mural.  

● Round 1: Each table (or halves of tables) will be called up to add their handprints and 

signatures. One teacher will apply paint to the students’ hands and guide them on where 

to place them on the mural. Instruct them to hold them there for 10 seconds before letting 

go. Another teacher will be running the kids back and forth from the bathroom. When 

they have returned from the bathroom, students can sign their name next to their 

handprint.  

● Round 2: After allowing ~10 minutes for the paint to dry, each table will be called up 

once again to glue their decorated tube onto the mural. The student can only glue their 

tube. If a student is absent and had made a tube on Thursday, a teacher will glue their 

tube on for them.  

 



3:50- 3:55 pm: Clean-up 

● Students will collect supplies and place them in the designated area. 

● Assign a student to go around and collect all the postcards in one bin.  

● Assign students at each table to collect markers, colored pencils, etc. and return them to 

their appropriate locations. 

 

3:55- 4:00 pm: Bathroom Break 

 

4:00 pm: Ending Discussion and Dismissal  

● Discussion on the carpet with one teacher while other teachers get ready for dismissal. 

The students will vote on a name for the mural from the list of suggestions they made on 

Tuesday. The teacher will write the name across the top of the mural. 

○ If there is no time to do this today, they can do this as an Icebreaker Activity for 

week 7. 

● Becca and Natalie hold the “car” sign for car riders by the door in the library. Ashley 

dismisses car riders to line up in front of them. Teachers use the bus list to check that 

they are in the right line and then take the car riders into the gym. Parents pick up kids 

from the side door. When the kids are picked up, their parent or guardian must sign next 

to their name on the attendance sheet. 

● Rhavin holds the “bus” sign for bus riders by the door in the library. Ashley dismisses 

kids to line up in front of them. Lead them out the front of the school once the buses 

arrive. Rhavin and Ashley use the bus list to check that they are in the right line and then 



take them to wait for the buses. Teachers must check with the bus drivers to make sure 

they are getting on the right bus. 

● Abby / Catalina can take the remaining walkers. 

 

Total Time: Around 2 hours 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Materials 

● Day 1 

○ Finished puzzle from Week 3 for Icebreaker - mounted? 

○ Stickers for volunteers 

○ Camera for photoshoot 

○ Lights for photoshoot 

○ Teacher sketch of mural design 

○ Toilet paper tubes (~26, one per student) 

○ Teacher exemplar of toilet paper tube 

○ Fabric 

○ Tissue paper 

○ Construction paper 

○ Scissors 

○ Glue sticks 

○ Craft glue (wet glue) 

○ Any other decorations for tubes? Glitter? Fuzz balls?  



○ Postcard templates (at least 50) 

○ Teacher exemplar of postcard 

○ Bin to hold postcards 

○ Markers 

○ Colored Pencils 

○ Crayons 

● Day 2 

○ Large butcher paper for mural background (photos of students should be 

printed and glued on) 

○ Teacher sketch of mural design 

○ Acrylic paint 

○ Paint trays (~3) 

○ Paper towels 

○ Decorated tubes from Tuesday 

○ Teacher exemplar of decorated tube 

○ Craft glue 

○ Postcard templates (at least 50) 

○ Teacher exemplar of postcard 

○ Markers 

○ Colored Pencils 

○ Crayons 



○ Fliers/Invitations to send home for Showcase 

 

Relevance/Rational 

● Students will be able to view art as something that can be collaborative, interactive, 

multimedia, and large scale.  

 

Outcomes/Objectives 

● Students will collaborate to create an interactive, multimedia installation showcasing the 

Tuesday/Thursday After Care group. 

● Students will be able to leave “their mark” on the mural.  

● Students will be able to make artistic decisions that is influenced by our ongoing theme 

of Identity and Community, as well as the work of contemporary artists, such as Brandan 

Odums and Matika Wilbur. 

 

Content Standards and/or Common Core Learning Standards 

● This week we are discussing identity and community, and working with the students to 

define identity and community within the context of their school and their personal 

culture. 

● The mural project encourages students to work together to achieve a common goal. They 

are learning that teamwork is necessary to complete the large scale project. 



● In the collaborative setting, students will learn to not only value their ideas, but also those 

of their classmates. They will learn that the mural is not completed until every single 

person in the group has added to it.  

● VTS Activities and Discussions promote higher order thinking and reasoning skills and 

open students up to new perspectives by listening and responding to other interpretations 

made by their peers and teachers. 

 

Use of Formative Assessment to Inform Planning 

● Teachers engage in one-on-one informal conversations with students about their art 

during work time.  

● Teachers record student quotes and take photos to document student learning. 

● Students will present their artwork from week 3 to the class during snack/icebreaker. 

● Teachers ask students to reflect on what they learned in After Care for the postcard 

activity. 

 

Behavioral Management Plan 

● Each day, there will be 2 group bathroom breaks. 

● Attention-getting strategies 

○ 1-2-3 eyes on me, 1-2 eyes on you 

○ Clapping 

○ Lights off 

○ If you can hear me touch your ears, if you can see me… 



● Getting rid of distractions 

○ This week we will not pass out the name tags, as they have been a main source of 

distraction the past few weeks. The kids have been twirling them around, 

throwing them, and whipping them at chairs and walls.  

 


